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„ВИСН А МАМ IS PRIZEFIGHTER EDDIE MARCHI 


НЕ TAGGED АМ" ТОО OFTEN! MEBBE IT 
YA HARD AIN'T OUR NIGHT. МЕВВЕ-- 

THAT TIME, HEY! АКЕ YA LISTENIN:.. ARE 
KIDDO.., жы УА ALL RIGHT?/ 

TOO HARD! 


SURE, PHIL. SYRE? DON'T 
THEY CALL МЕ "IRON MAN” 
MARCH? 


Е FINE... 


PAINS...2? THAT I DONT LIKE!\( І GOT THIS NICKNAME CAUSE I IDENTIFY 
WE'RE РАСЮМ IT /М/ IT SO MUCH WITH HIS ARMOR-WEARIN‘ WONDER 
AIN'T WORTH TAKIN’ А OF A BODY- GUARDS 


SHELLHEAD 
PHIL, МОГ I'VE HEARD || NEVER QUIT ON А 
TONY STARK 15 IN FIGHT, PHIL... AND OKAY, 
THE CROWD TONIGHT | NEITHER WILL 27 ЕРРЈЕ 


DUNNO WHY УОП BOTHERED 
MAKIN! THE BELL, MARCH u 
ALL YOU'LL GET FOR ІТ 15 


BELTED! 


AND THIS УДАРА“ BUT, ат CAN'T 
MAY ВЕ 77; \ Е 
SPORTS FANS! 


.. 7 


IRON MAN DOESN'T 

QUIT., HE KEEPS A 

FIGHTIN’ NO MATTER (2 
WHAT.“ 


WON'T STAY 
DOWN.. СОТТА 
BE LIKE 
IRON ЖАМ” 


HE'S AS OVERRATED AS 
THAT, TIN-PLATED ПРО. 


THEN, I'LL BREATHE 
ON ‘IM AN’ BLOW 
THE HAS- BEEN 
DOWN.” 


WITH THAT 
PUNCH, IF 
НЕ ISN'T, 
HE OUGHTTA 
ВЕ 


AND, AS THE CROWD CHEERS 

HIS TRIUMPH, IN THE EYE AC ME EDDIE, WAS MOPE ха 
OF HIS IMAGINATION БЕН N 

EDDIE MARCH 75 THE HERO ў 

НЕ SO АРМЕЕЗ.., б ТНАТ THE МАТ СИ! 


MEETING А МАМ OF 
МАКСН!5 COURAGE 
AND DETERMINATION 
MAY BE THE SPARK 
MY WANING 
ENTHUSIASM OVER 
BEING IRON MAN 
NEEDS! Ж 


AMONG THOSE CHEERING 15 
WEALTHY INDUSTRIALIST 
AND PLAYBOY INVENTOR 
TONY STARK, WITH HIS FRIEND 
АМР ONE-TIME CHAUFFEUR, 
HAPPY HOGAN: 


WHILE,IN THE FIGHTER’S YOU TRYIN’ TO SAY ТНЕКЕ 5 
DRESSING ROOM... SOMETHIN’ WRONG WITH МЕ 
s THE OL "IRON MAN’? 
HON EEL 
TOOK TONIGHT CAN 


THE WINNER, Е you KILL YOU: 
REMEMBER ? 


AS WELL, 
EDDIE Z 


IT HAS то 
BE, EDDIE.’ 


~. AND YOU'RE 
SORRY? 


YOU REALLY PRETEND 
SUDDENLY, A DOOR BURSTS OPEN, YOU'RE IRON MAN 
WISHERS TO DROWN THE TRAGEDY. CORE Ger = rowed? 
PERVADING THE ROOM... ұға АА TOUN 


F МЕВВЕ 
GREAT BOLT, HOW'D YOU FEEL WHEN THAT BIG YOU'D SHOW 
EDDIE ONE FROM HAMMER CAUGHT ХА, US YOUR 
BABE.. JUST ја > EDDIE ? “SHELLHEAD” 
GREAT! ff LOOK? 


WHILE YOUR 47 ІТ, 
РРЕ, WHAT’S THE WORD 
ON YOUR NEXT 
FIGHT? 


I'VE DECIDED IT’S ПМЕ ТО 
FIND WHAT LIFE'S LIKE 
OUTS/DE, THAT SQUARE THEY 
CALL А RING... IM HANGIN, 
ЕМ МР BOYS’ 


EDDIE,., IT WAS 
SOME EXPERIENCE! 


А LIGHT iN 

THE CORD 

FACTORY’ 
WONDER 


BE WORKING 
Фа 


ВЕТМЕЕМ ТНЕ 
Cap МУ БЕН 


THIS 15 GONNA 
KNOCK ЕМ 
ОРЕ THE 
SPORTS DESK 
AT THE PAPER! 


САМТ SEE AN OL’ 
LEATHER- узи 


T 


™YOU KEEP МЕ \@ 
IN MINO, HEAR? 


A THAT 
MENACING , 
УРОШ: 


W-WHO,,, WHAT, 


А оп? р, ВЕ YOU'LL 
КЕ УОП? HOW DID a 


YOU GET INTO. MY KEEP 57/24, ° ВЕТ 
FACTORY?! YOU LITTLE 
FOOL! You O МЕГ 


DON'T 
UNDERSTAND-- 


BETTER SIT DOWN AND 
INTRODUCE YOURSELF! 


THIS CIRCUIT- 
SEARING 
ДЕСА 


OR, HAS TIME MY MEMORY 
ERASED FROM 15 WORKING 
YOUR MEMORY.. FINE, FRIEND 


* SEE TALES ОС 
SUSPENSE #52-- 

SUDPENLY. CRIMSON FINGERS CLAW АТ 

THE WALL OF MACHINERY. MASSIVE 

EQUIPMENT 15 


RIPPED FROM ITS 
HOUSING, AND... 


# 
AN IRON MAN CLASSIC! 
--5ТАМм. 


HE'S RUNNING 
AWAY INSTEAD 
OF FOLLOWING 


UP THE 
ADVANTAGEL 


NG BACK 1 
ДИВА AND DANGER’ 
ALS < ta: F 
Му Е ў 
| У 


WHICH THE CRIMSON 
Ж DYNAMO САМ ВЕ, 


FOR YEARS. ONLY THIS СУ) 

METAL CHESTPLATE 

KEPT MY INJURED HEART. 
BEATING... 7 


TO THE STRESS ДА, 
WILL КЕ AE. Л 


THE SYNTHETIC TISSUE 
THAT REPAIRED 117 


BUT THEN, NEITHER 
KNOW TH 


ENTIST. 
ALEX NIVEN,Z 


ІМ АМОТНЕК FART 
ICE СОКО'5 FACTORY... 


„INSTEAD OF 
LOCKING MYSELF 
ІМ ALABORATORY.“) 


TONIGHT JUSTIFIED THE ГАА CONVINCED МУ CRIMSON 
LONG WEEKS I'VE LABORED] | DYNAMO 19 AS SUPERIOR ТО 
IN SECRET ON THIS БТАКК 5 ARMOR AS IT IS ТО 
COSTUME.’ 1 PROFESSOR VANKO'S 
ORIGINAL INVENTION, 
I DIDN'T REALIZE JANICE 
WAS STILL HERE... HER 


KS == (5 


Д 


UT, IE ALEX ММЕМ HAS PLANS; SO ТОО. š 
бі: TONY STARK...OF А STARTLING NATURE! мовору 


DESERVES А 


ТЕ СОМСЕКМ FOR МУ 
HEART KEEPS МЕ FROM 
PERFORMING AT MY PEAK... 


THIS 15 ONLY A SUIT OF 
COLD STEEL, HAPPY., BUT 
SETTING IT ASIDE 15 LIKE 
PEELING OFF A PIECE 
OF MYSELF,” 
THINGS WERE D/FFERENT THEN, OLD 
FRIEND... YOU HAVE PEPPER МОИ? THE 4 115 GOT TOGO то 
DEMANDS WOULON'T BE FAIR ТО SOMEONE WHO'S 
HER OR YOUR MARRIAGE / MORE THAN JUST 
: и WELL - QUALIFIED.. 


” 
E 


* TALES OF SUSPENS ¿LI НА 
HBF -- Star. А HHAH 


È, 
УЖА naa. sasana 


You WANT А Gly 1/ THAT BRAND ОР 
ино SEE AN, #АУ OR TRAIN A 
ING І м“ 
wao Gives IT PERSON TO HAVES 
JUST LIKE, е қ 
ЖАРА: УЕТ MLICH AS ТНАТ 
Zeu ғ и» EE нен AE Ane 
САМЕ /WSTANTLY 
то ‘MIN 


.. 


НЕХ/ НАР SAID YOL) УУАМТЕО ТО SEE МЕ 

ABOUT SOMETHING SPECIAL, BUT г 

DIDN'T THINK IT'D BE DUCKIN’-IN-THE- 
BACK-WAY, CLOAK W’OAGGER STUFF. 


BEING CONNECTED WITH 

SHIELD SOMETIMES 

MAKES ME OVERDO ІТ, 
EDDIE’ 


1/2 


С? 
PARTICULARLY _)@ 
Е НЕ ACCEPTS! 


нел. ро BETTER 
ЦУНЕАТЕ/СС: 


PEERING OVER 
HIS SHOULDER! 


ME?! BE IRON BUT, THE TRADITION, THE TO LIVE A FEW USEFUL 
MAN. P! BUT NEED FOR IRON MAN, iS MINUTES AS IRON MAN 
WHAT ABOUT... STILL THERE... АМО YOU'RE | | HAS ТО BEAT А LIFE- 
THE ONE I THINK CAN TIME OF NOTHIN’ BUT 
FULFILL IT.“ STARIN' AT MY , 
SCRAPBOOKS. ~ 


ТТ MEANS BREAKIN' 

МУ РЕОМЗЕ ТО ТНЕ 

ФОС IF І SAY “YES” а 
AND YET... 


FIVE WORDS/ WORDS THAT PUSH EDDIE MARCH TOWARD THE REALIZATION 


OF А ПЕЕ-! ОМО DREAM.. WORDS THAT COMMIT HIM ТО WEEKS OF RIGOROUS 
СНЕШ. EYE OF TONY STARK ns 


С UNDER THE 
wEACH LESSON 
IN THE MASTERY 
OF 5ТАКК 
FANTASTIC 
CIRCUITIZED 
шта 


AND ЕАСН 
MOMENT 


OF THAT 
TRAINING. | 


«BRINGS EDDIE 
ONE STEP NEARER 
то BECOMING 
IRON MAN: 


МО, ONE STEP NEARER EDDIE'S WORKING 
FOR 


Ane INSTANT WHEN THAT 
VERY ACHIEVEMENT MAY 
COST НІМ HIS LIFE’ START BY 
AFFORD TO MENDING 
RELAX SOME 
FENCES! 


"МЕ DONE 
FINE. THERE'S LITTLE 
ORE I CAN / 


MOR 
TEACH YOU / 
YOU'LL ONLY LEARN FURTHER 


NOW BY HANDLING THE 
REAL THING” 


THAT, 
JANICE... 
Ж 


7 COULD т 
INTEREST You 


IN DINNER 


AND A FEW Ж 
—— ДАН | 


ТЕ МЕ HURRY, МЕ САМ 
STILL CATCH FLIP 
WILSONS LAST SHOW 
AT THE AMERICANA... 


WILL MAKE IT А 
PERFECT NIGHT’ 


| Е 
ЕУЕМІМ66 
AGENPA... Ñ | 

ОМЕ PERFECT 
NIGHT LEADS ТО 
ANOTHER... AND 
ANOTHER... UNTIL.» 


TOWN WITH JANICE 
-. CORD AGAIN? 


SPENDING ALL THIS TIME 
WITH THE SAME GAL 15 
GOING то MURDER HIS 

PLAYBOY STANDING.“ 


M I SEEING THINGS? 
TONY STARK ON THE 


ІТ MUST ВЕ THAT HEART 
OPERATION... HE NO LONGER 
р 


ШЫ BLAST STARK ! 

О LATELY Г CAN'T 
EVEN SEE JANICE 
WITHOUT HIM, LET 
ALONE STEAL 


ND, THE FOLLOWING MORNING, IN EDDIE 
Шу при ey АРНЕ NEW QUARTERS AT STARK 
RUINS OWE ASPECT OF Q INDUSTRIE 
MY PLANNED HUMILIATION, a IT’S NOT TOO LATE. 
OF THAT POMPOUS ` = А $ т COULD STILL TELL 
PLAYBOY... MEAN HIM ABOUT THE 61000 


4 => 

FOR THAT, I'LL 
TRIKE ALL THE (> 
HARDER IN 


АМО, FOR ALL І KNOW Ұнат EVENING, IN THE SKY ABOVE А SUPPOSEDLY ABANDONE. 
ТНЕ Рос МАУ НАУЕ THE SHIP'S THE ANONYMOUS TIP Е 
THERE, ТОМУ... AND ТНОЅЕ || YOU GOT MUST ВЕ ОМ 


BEEN MISTAKEN 
ABOUT THE CATS UNLOADIN’ IT ARE THE LEVEL / 
SERIOUSNESS OF THE BRISTLING WITH Ç 
DAMAGE / HARDWARE! 


727 ВЕ ON YOUR 
BS TOES, EDDIE... MY 
PP” MYSTERIOUS INFORMER 


dz, қ 
I'LL STAND ВУ THE TWO-WAY M 
TRANSMITTER IN CASE YOU Я 
5 


№ 


< 

= 

Й 

МЕЕР ADVICE OR HELP.” да 


Bur, HELP SEEMS TO i I BELIEVE ІТ OR МОТ I BUT, ANYONE 
ВЕ THE LAST THING MEANT TO ASK COMIN’ ON AS 
QUESTIONS First! / / / пне Во 


OPEN 
DIVING AVENGER... 


7 


7 


6 


честа АЧ Ё 
Ур [ JUST AS SOON ( КӨ; 
AS І СЕТ THEIR Ñ 

ATTENTION: % 


ма!!! 


N 
IR 


You COULD ВЕ RIGHT, EDDIE...EXCEPT 
FOR THE SUDDEN APPEARANCE OF 
А WEW FIGURE ON THE SCENE.’ NOW, AS 
YOU'RE GONNA 7 I'VE PLANNED 
BE TOO BUSY Ми Tr FOR MONTHS... 
DODGIN' DEBRIS MOMENT IVE , 
ROM THE WAITED РОК... 7 Т СА 
7 Й STEP IN AND 
ФТЕДІ. HIS 
GLORY.“ 


MAN, THANKS TO 
THIS ARMOR AND 
STARK'S STRATEGIES 
FOR USIN’ г... 


ТМ SAFER 
NOW THAN I 
EVER WAS IN 
THE кома.“ 


WAY OF THE ELECTRONIC 


YOU'RE ONLY IN THE / H 
МОМРЕКМЕМТ ОҒ THE 4 
Soh 


CRIMSON DYNAMO! 


FEN 
> МӘНИ HOW'D 
ТНЕУ МАМАСЕ ТО СЕТ 
TANK BEHIND МЕ?! 
(А TE Ч Л 


A 


But, THE HUGE CRATE /S LOST... TO THE 
MURKY GRIP OF THE HUDSON'S LOWER DEPTHS! 


FOOLS INDEED! TF YOUR РИМУ ARMS 
А COULDN'T STOP IRON MAN NOW 
А САМ THEY POSSIBLY FAZE МЕР/ 


FOOLS! YOUNE 


ГҮГЕТІТТІТТІТІ 


A€ DON'T KNOW 
ОД WHAT YOUR 
8/7 15... 


2 <= ЖҰ? AND UNTIL I 
BLAST THOSE W, СС / | со, YOU'RE NOT 
MEDDLERS OFF 4 CUTTING IN ОМ 


THE SHIP! ` МУ ACTION / 
PRECISELY! BECAUSE 
YOU HAVE NO PLACE IN 
THE ACTION / 


WITH THE COMING OF 
THE CRIMSON DYNAMO, 
IRON MAN 5 
OBSOLETE’ 


I SENSE 
YOU DOUBT 
MY WORDS... 


SO BEFORE I 
DISPATCH 
THESE THUGS. 


> вит NO 
COSTUMED 
CREEP GETS 
ME TO MAKE 
IRON MAN, 
RUN AWAY 7 
STARK 
WARNED ME ТО 
AND MAYBE 

THE DOC COULD 

ORDER МЕ ТО AO 

QUIT THE RING! 


DIKE JUGGERNAUTS IN COLLISION, THE ARMORED 
ANTAGONISTS H ER EACH О IT озм МО THE THUNDERING FORCE 
ANTA ети са; АММЕЕ EACH OTHER WITH EXPLOSIVE ДЕО TE a л 
5 - 1 |REGISTERS BACK ТО тому 
Я | STARK’S TRACKING 
EQUIPMENT... 


ЕРР!Е/ НЕ 5 USING 

| HIS WEIGHT 
ADVANTAGE AGAINST Ј, 
Е а вы | = 
= 
ЈЕ 


2 


Ха АР, 
SS å 
DRAW YOU INTO 


SLUGGING IT OUT 


| SSS ON HIS текмс!) % 
въ YOUVE GOT 
С ғ ТО-ЕРРЛЕ.. РЈ 


P 
HE ANSWER?! THE ARMOR 
SHOULD HAVE TAKEN THE 
BEST THE DYNAMO CAN Í 


WHAT IN 


ды 


НЕАР 5 RINGIN' 
LIKE BIG BEN 
FROM PUNCH... 
PAIN MAKIN’ 
MY VISION 

BLURRY.. 


GREGG, I 7020 you I № ⁄ 

WASN'T TO BE DISTURBED | WS”... SAYS IF YOU DON'T 4 2 0066 THAT MEAN 

UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES!) ING ACT АТ ONCE, А GUY ANYTHING TO YOU, 
МЕ уби HIRED MAY DIE! ~ | су МЕ. 2ТАЕК..? 


I KNOW, SIR, BUT 


NG 
COMMISSION 
POCTOR... 5, 


I HEARD THE BUZZ OF Бет ~ | WON'T LET THE PAIN PUT МЕ 
А RADIO IN У 
HELM 


| YOUR / ven (| DOWN FoR THE COUNT... т 


IF YOU'RE IN CONTACT 
WITH YOUR CREATOR... М 


TRANSMIT Рај 
MESSAGE Y Ç 


түк BEEN \ -.Г>тлек, НЕ SHOULDN'T 
TALKING WITH HAVE TAKEN IT! НЕ 
HAPPY HOGAN. A HAS A BLOOD CLOT 


у. HIS BRAIN.“ i | 
N 7 
У] 


5 W 


a= 
° аа ТЕ YOU TELL МЕ THE 
Та NATURE OF THIS JOB 
_ -@5& 


IT’S OBVIOUS 
YOU'RE BEATEN! 


DEFEATED 
Yous 


ат... 


THANK THE LORD I HUNG ОМ 

TO MY ORIGINAL ARMOR 

AFTER I MADE UP А NEW 
SET FOR Eppies 


z 


A 
i 


IF_ONLY 
I'M DONNING 
IT IN TIME ТО 
SAVE НІМ / 


JUST ONE MORE BLOW 
MIGHT BRING DEATH 
TO EDDIE MARCH/ 


AT FIRST I THOUGHT ГР 


AND TOTAL VICTORY 15 


WHAT І ACTUALLY CRAVED! 


IN FACT... 


NOTHING CAN NOT TONY зтАккъ 
OVER-RATED 


DEFEAT... CAN'T ARMOR OR YOUR 
YOU SEE THAT?! SO-CALLED 
INVINCIBILITY! 


THE CRIMSON 
DYNAMO 15 YOUR 
SUPERIOR IN 
EVERY WAY.../ 


HOW COULD I DO IT? HOW COULD I BE SO 
CAUGHT UP IN MY OWN FEARS, SO ANXIOUS 


TO ESCAPE MY OWN RESPONSIBILITIES», 


„ТО SEND ANOTHER 
MAN ТО DIE IN 
MY PLACE / 


IT MUSTN'T 
Р BE тоо БАТЕ... 
ІТ MUSTN'T.” 


BEATIN’ МЕ 5 HIS 
BIG HANG-UF., BUT 
WHILE Г WEAR THIS 
ARMOR... ITS А 
SATISFACTION HE'S 
NOT GONNA GE 


YOU STILL 
DARE ТО 
RISE. ?/ THEN 
LET THIS BE 
THE FINAL 
BLOW? 


SSOGIKX 


Dear Stan, Arch, George, John and Jean, 

| know that Iron Man’s armor is supposed to have many 
different features, including extreme durability, compactness, 
strength, maneuverability, etc., but how in the name of Stan 
Lee's typewriter salesman сап you give it emotion??? For 
example, on page one of ish #17 you show an unhappy expression 
on Iron Man's facial armor after he is hit by lightning! Не 
repeatedly had his eye and mouth openings at different angles 
depending on his moods. Well? At least a half serious reply will 
be appreciated——but, for that matter, so will a humorous one! 
Hey, i've got a novel idea: why not give BOTH types of replies? 
‘Til Iron Man's mouth and eye openings connect . MAKE 
MINE (апа yours) MARVEL!!! 

Bob Krotts, 4832 Ackerman Blvd. 
Kettering, Ohio 45429 

We've covered this previously in another letter col, Bob, but 
in case you missed it, and for those of you who have only 
recently become Shelihead sympathizers, the answer was that we 
usually allow the artist to take a certain amount of license with 
the way they handle iron Man's mask, so that, without stretching 
а point too much, there could be a little variety of expression. 
We try not to abuse this, but in the heat of the moment we may 
overdo it, Of course, that same heat of the moment might just be 
making the mask’s metal softer so that it becomes flexible enough 
for Tony Stark's expression to show through! (You asked for 
both a serious and a humorous reply, Robert; our only worry now 
is that no one will be able to tell which is which!) 


Dear Stan, Archie, and George, 

Well, you've finally done it! Archie's finally turned out a story 
as great as any he did before working for you, and George came 
through with some of the best art IRON MAN has seen since the 
first year of Gene Colan. То be perfectly honest, ! never cared for 
Mr. Tuska’s art before, and when he began employing those 
flambouyant Steranko layouts, | really disliked it. This issue, 
however, combines the best of his style with sensible panel 
breakdowns, 

For once in a long time, the “Frankenstein’s monster” type 
plot has been used sensibly. As a matter of fact, that reason used 
by the LMD is the only possible one | could accept——by its 
reasoning the machine is more logically suited to be Iron Man 
than the real Tony Stark The characterization was good 
throughout. Although virtually every character is somewhat of 
a cliche, Archie stili manages to breathe new life into them. 
And I'm looking forward to the next issue. Congratulations, and 
thanks for saving one of my favorite characters. 

Loren MacGregor, 1020 NE 89 
Seattle, Wash. 98115 


nll 


o Yo MARVEL COMICS GROUP, 625 MADISON AVE. МУС. 10022 о 
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Glad the issue grabbed you, Loren. We're not so certain we'd 
agree that Shellhead was in need of saving, but we are always 
on the lookout for ways to improve any and all of our cavorting 
characters. Judging from your reactions, we seemed to succeed 
this time around (Now all we have to worry about is what to do 
to top it next time around!). 


Dear Stan, Archie, and George, 

Maybe | should have addressed my letter to Jean 1220, but 
you'll до. In IRON MAN #16 | noticed a lettering mistake. 
This mistake occurs on page two, and to be exact, at the bottom 
of the second panel. Gabe is saying, “Не revived and tried to 
hit the the silk.” You put it in the book like | put it in the 
sentence, | don’t know if you think this double “the” is 
important or not, but it sure stood out to те. Don't you think 
| deserve а “No-Prize” for pointing it out? | hope | didn't 
offend Jean izzo.. Tom Barako, 23 Karen Place 

Edison, New Jersey 08817 

Jeanie seems to be taking it all in stride, Tom, but one of our 
proofreaders just stood up, muttered something that sounded 
like, “Gabe Jones wasn't stammering with excitement?”, then 
embarked immediately upon an extended coffee break. We're 


not sure if a lettering mistake (unless it’s of monumental 
importance) is truly No-Prize material, but it's certainly worth 
bringing to our attention so that it doesn’t doesn’t happen 
happen again again. 


KNOW YE THESE, THE HALLOWED RANKS OF MARVELDOM: 


(Real Frantic Опе)—А buyer of at least 3 Marvel 
mags a month. 

(Titanic True Believer) — A divinely-inspired 
‘No-Prize’ winner. 

(Quite "Ми! Sayer) — А fortunate frantic one 
who's had a letter printed. 


R.F.O. 
тт.в. 
0.М.5. 


(Keeper Of the Flame) — One who recruits а 
newcomer to Marvel's roallickin’ ranks. 
(Permanent Marvelite Maximus) —Anyone pos- 
sessing all four of the other titles. 

(Fearless Ргог!-Расег) — Ап honorary title be- 
stowed for devotion to Marvel above and beyond 
the call of duty. 


КОЈЕ. 
Р.М.М. 
F.F.F. 


Dear Stan, Archie, George, and Johnny, 

One of the best things about recent IRON MAN stories, is the 
re-modelling of the character of Jasper Sitwell. When ће was 
shuffled out of SHIELD by Jim, 1 was glad to see him go; even 
though Steranko toned down his objectionableness, Sitwell was 
unbearably phoney . . . the kind of thorough idiot—one 
dimensional and self-important, loud and offensive, that not even 
this mixed-up world could hope, or rather, fear, to produce. He 
was just too much, like the “humorous” sidekicks of yesteryear 
who were so naive that one wondered why they were still alive. 
He just had no possibility of identification as а real person. It's 
understandable, then, that | was taken aback when Sitwell was 
re-instated, this time in IRON MAN. But, what a change! Not 
immediate, true, but my ћаг5 off to Archie Goodwin for making 
Jasper into a real person . . . a person with feelings, brains, 
intelligence and common sense. А guy who can fall in love and 
think for himself in a jam! No more of that maxim-spouting 
‘Tom Swift’ that Fury wanted to smash through and through. 
Thanks, Arch. Let's see more of Jasper and Whitney Frost 
(whom we ай know is still alive). 

Meantime, artwise, IRON MAN, though not the best Marvel 
produces, is still quite good. | was first hooked on George Tuska 
back in the early Tuska “Виск Rogers” days, and have come to 
accept him as a super-hero type artist at last. Despite my feelings 
for George, | do have to admit | prefer Johnny Craig's rendition 
of the Armored Avenger. Though his figures are the slightest bit 
more static, his work is more detailed on the whole, and his 
jungle scenes ( а la his refreshing sub job in the sub-standard 
story, “Тһе Night Phantom”) unmatchable. Too bad there are 
no more Jungle-Jim style comics left in the good groups these 
days, for Johnny would fit them to a ‘T’. 

Finally, Maggie Stebbins was right in disliking the panels 
slashed up without any reason to be so; the slash-panel thing 
works only when the artwork or the content of the individual 
panel lends itself to that kind of thing. Gene Colan realizes that 
when he draws DR. STRANGE with intricate, intertwined 
angular panels, and CAPT. AMERICA with more conventional 
rectangular frames. 

Ron Harris, 404 10th 
Snohomish, Wash, 98290 

As you've no doubt been able to see since IRON MAN #17 оп, 
we're in agreement with you (and Maggie Stebbins) about the 
more conventional, easier-to-read panel arrangements. Judging 
from the general run of mail, so are most of the rest of our rabid 
readers. So, unless the situation really demands something 
completely out of the ordinary, we'll probably be keeping them 
the way they are. 

Rest assured that you'll be seeing more of Jasper and Whitney, 
Ron, With Whitney turning out to be Madame Masque, and Tony 
Stark’s involvement with her, we don’t hardly have any choice! 
We're happy you go along with the developments we've made in 
Jasper’s character. Not that we didn’t dig (or won't continue to 
usa) the more humorous Тот Swift’s’side of the loquacious 
Shield Agent, but it did seem to be time to show that there was 
more to his personality than that. We feel that one of Marvel's 
trademarks has been a willingness to let our characters change and 
grow, much as they might іп real life. Sometimes, in our zeal for 
doing this, we may slip off in the wrong direction, but if we do, 
fortunately, we've got all you pilgrims out there ready to tell us 
about it, right? Right! 


Dear Stan and Crew, 

The instant | read the Soapbox in IRON MAN #18 | was 
shocked. | was completely overcome with disbelief! Can you 
really be serious? Marvel stop its continued stories??? Impossible!!! 
The continued story gives you time to develop the plot to the 
fullest extent possible. How could the F.F.’s most recent battle 
with Doc Doom fit into just one or two issues? How could Nick 
Fury’s battles with the Yellow Claw fit into one or two issues? 
How could Thor’s battle with Mangog fit in one issue? Or how 
about Spidey’s battle team-up with Doc Ock go in one issue? 
Absolutely impossible!! Please don't follow this new policy for 
long. For that matter, don’t even start to follow it! Hope | 
made my point fellows, and now | must close, saying, Save the 
Continued Story! Joey Nesselroth, 50 Hillyndale Rd. 

CD 3 Storrs, Conn. 06268 


You can see from this issue, Joey, that even though we've 
made the ‘No Continued Stories’ decision, it’s taking quite а 
while for all the ones that were already in the works to be used. 
We think you may be surprised at what we can do in only 20 
pages when we really set our minds to it, so before you panic too 
much, give “em a try for a while, huh, believer? Then if you do, 
or don’t, approve, really let us hear about it. If there are enough 
пау-ѕауегѕ among you, don't be surprised if we manage to squeeze 
out an occasional continued opus or two. As reader Henry De La 
Cruz quotes back to us elsewhere on the page, it won't be the 
first (nor no doubt, the last) time we have to admit to “another 
bonehead mistake.” 


Dear Stan, Archie, and George, 

After reading IRON MAN #18, I'm pleased! Now that 
Madame Masque feels something for Tony Stark, Tony can say 
“Heck” to that unfaithful Cord дігі. You сап have her get an 
operation (a plastic what-ya-ma-call-ems) to fix her face. | can 
see it now, the team of Masque and Stark, both in crime fighting 
and business. 

One comment on stopping continued stories—you can quote 
from Stan— “Making another bonehead mistake.” 

Pd like to ask something—1 left my house оп a hot July 1st 
to walk about a mile to the only bookstore in my neighborhood 
that’s not on vacation. | also walked back, and | reached my 
house hot and sticky. But | had to go back to get a CAPTAIN 
AMERICA mag. The question is, am | now deserving of the rank 
and title of F.F.F.? Well, even if i'm not, you could use те іп ап 
advertisement . . . You see, 174 walk four miles for a Marvel тад!!! 

Henry De La Cruz, 66 George St. 
Brooklyn, New York 11206 


Just so you don’t try to smoke it afterward, Hank! Conveying 
F.F.F. status upon you for your admittedly dedicated deed could 
establish a dangerous precedent . . . With proud pilgrims and true 
believers stricken by heat prostration and fallen arches as they try 
to reap the same reward by topping your record. Rather than 
risk incapacitating a large percentage of magnificent Marvelites, 
we feel it's better to save the F.F.F. honor for occasions of a more 
esoteric nature (Plus, we don’t want anyone thinking we've got 
some sort of deal going with the Dr. Scholl's Footpads реорйе!). 


